
     Sweet Adelines International Convention and Competition was held in Seattle from 

October 19th through the 23rd this year. This was my very first time attending an 

International Convention and, as such, I decided that I wanted the complete experience so I 

volunteered to work behind the scenes.  Volunteers can escort choruses and quartets from the 

hotel lobbies to their buses, from buses through the traffic pattern and on to the stage, and 

from the stage to the auditorium. One may also help out by handing out programs or 

assisting the official judging panel as a page.  

     For my part, I was assigned to hand out programs for a few hours and escort 3 quartets 

and 4 choruses between their hotels and buses over the course of 3 out of the 5 days of 

International Convention. The handing out programs part was a little boring as I ended up 

not having any help but I did get to talk to many interesting 
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     The Seattle Shores 

Chorus 2nd Annual Holiday 

Bazaar will be held 

Saturday, December 4, 2010 

from 9 am to 4:30 pm at the 

S h o r e l i n e  U n i t a r i a n 

Universalist Church., 14724 

First Avenue NE, in 

Shoreline. 

     Admission is free!  Find 

the perfect item for yourself, 

family and friends in a wide 

assortment of crafts, baked 

goods, used books, jewelry 

and more. 

     Meet our talented and 

friendly chorus membersñ

all eager to share our love of 

music and song.  Live 

performances are scheduled 

throughout the day.  A fine 

way to usher in the season of 

hope and goodwill. 

By Vickilynn Gruber 
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Sing it like you mean it! 

It meant something to the 

songwriter. 
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This is the Fifth quarterly 

newsletter to be sent.  If you 

received it in the post and 

would rather receive it thru   

e-mail,  know someone else 

that would enjoy receiving it, 

or would like to be removed 

from our listñLet us know.  

See contact information on 

the back page. 



Adelines come from all 

walks of life and speak all 

kinds of different languages. 

We are united in our love of 

barbershop music and our 

desire to share this 

wonderful ôhobbyõ with the 

rest of the world. I now 

ôhave the bugõ more than 

ever and sincerely hope that 

this is not my last 

International event. I would 

strongly encourage every 

Sweet Adeline to volunteer 

when they are asked at any 

such event as it is a fantastic 

experience. I met so many 

more people that I would 

not have been able to just 

sitting in the stands as a 

spectator.  

By Jamie Miller 
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practically before their eyes half way into the first act. 

     Songs ranged from the serious My Romance to  the 

comedic Since Youõve Been Gone. 

     The Seachordsmen, a local menõs barbershop chorus, 

were our guest performers, and sang three songs on the 

show. 

     The performance was well-attended by approximately 

200 people.  We received many compliments, especially 

     On October 2, 2010, the 

Seattle Shores chorus 

performed their show, òOnce 

Upon a Mid-Life Crisisó at 

the Shoreline Community 

College Theater.  The show 

revolved around Melody, 

who was experiencing a mid-

life crisis in her life. Through 

song, narration, and acting, 

her crisis unwound and ended 

on a happy note when she 

met a wonderful man (a 

barbershop singer) on The 

Mating Game, a TV show for 

singles. 

     The audience was audibly 

surprised when the chorus 

opened the show in their 

bathrobes and slippers, and 

then magically transformed 

into their black sequin outfits 

2010 Show, òOnce Upon A Mid-Life Crisisó 

     We are thrilled to have in 

our chorus another member* 

who has reached a very high 

milestone.  Bonnie Willis has 

been recently recognized at the 

international competition for 

reaching her 50th year with 

the organization.   

     Bonnie started singing 

before she could talk, and 

along with her 3 sisters, 4-part 

harmony came naturally to 

her. All of her daughters and 

granddaughters also sing as 

much as they can. 

     We are all proud and 

grateful to have someone of 

her expertise and experiences 

in our chorus.  We sincerely 

hope she continues guiding and 

inspiring us in the many years 

to come.   

     Way to go, Bonnie! 

By Ellen Brockman 

 

     For more on Bonnie see our 

Fall 2009 issue of Soundwaves 

available on our Website. 

 

*  Over 50 years has also been 

attained by chorus member 

Opal Hicks. And rumor has it, 

we will have another member 

with fifty years in 2011! 

Bonnie Willis being recognized 
at the 2010 Sweet Adeline Inter-

national Competition in Seattle 

people from, literally, all 

over the world. During this 

time, I also got to see Love 

Notes, the eventual 4th 

P la ce  I n t e rna t iona l 

Quartet, and marvel over 

seeing their name in the list 

of the top 10 competitors 

that would compete in the 

Quartet Finals portion of 

the competition. 

     While escorting the 

choruses and quartets, I 

was able, while waiting in 

the hotel lobbies with 

them, to see them perform 

and/or rehearse. Again, I 

got to talk to a lot of 

i n t e r e s t i n g  w o m e n , 

including chorus and 

quartet members as well as 

my fellow volunteers. This 

experience reinforced for 

me the fact that Sweet 

from former members of the 

chorus and visiting Sweet 

Adelines from other choruses. 

     A great time was had by 

both the performers and the 

audience, and everyone left 

feeling happy and with a song 

in their heart. 

By Barbara Fine 
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goes out to Barbara and to her 
family.  She was not only the 
Show Chair but also the 
Producer�³ Director�³ Script 
Writer and Lead Character, 
Melody.  Her husband and two 
sons also played characters in the 
show and were our stage hands.  
You all were GREAT!! 


